The Eastern Question

without the consent of the Powers signatory of the Treaty
of BERLIN he was prepared to discuss the matters in a friendly
spirit.    Freiherr von Aerenthal, the Austro-Hungarian Foreign
Minister, replied on August 2yth if Austria were to annex
Bosnia and Herzegovina, then Russia would adopt a friendly
attitude, and Austria would evacuate the Sandjak of Novi
Bazar and agree to a confidential and friendly exchange of
views regarding the Straits.   Meanwhile the Turkish revolu-
tion having broken out in July, what in Austria had hitherto
been but an aspiration now became in her view an urgent
necessity.    A rejuvenated Turkey might wish to dispense
with   Austrian   trusteeship.   Bulgaria   also   recognised  the
opportunity.    On August  ipth Iswolski, who had left St.
Petersburg   intending  to  visit  Rome,  Paris,  London and
Berlin with a view to obtaining consent to the opening of
the Straits, stopped on the way at Carlsbad, where he met
Count Berchtold, then Austrian Ambassador at St. Peters-
burg,  "who  happened to  be taking the  cure.   The latter
persuaded IswolsH to visit him at his castle of Buchlau in
Moravia where Baron Aerenthal was also expected.   The
visit took place in the middle of September.   It would seem
that Iswolski then assented to the annexation of these provinces
by Austria and that Aerenthal was prepared to agree to the open-
ing of the Straits provided that the other signatory Powers
gave their consent.   Iswolski seems not to have understood
this condition but to have taken matters for granted.

Earlier Aerenthal had visited Baron von Schoen, the Ger-
man Minister who was at Berchtesgaden in Bavaria, and had
hinted at the possibility of annexation. "While there he also
expressed his desire to stamp out Servian revolutionary
activities. At the end of September Iswolski also visited
Schoen and said that he believed Aerenthal was going to
act in the matter of the provinces early in October. On
September 29th and soth the Russian Minister discussed the
matter with the Italian Minister Tittoni at Dessio. The latter
was alarmed and begged in Vienna for postponement of the
annexation and also asked Berlin to use her influence with
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